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4 Leer from 4 Clexgy-was in the Diaceſe.vf Bath and Wells, to 4nother in Lon - 
don; in Vindication of the Biſhop of that Dioceſe, fromthe Calumnies and Falſities 


+ Caſt an his Loraſbip; in a late little Scurrilous Pamphlet, Entitled, A Letter fo 
"i -a Clergy man in the Countr y , concer Hing the Choice of Members, c. : 


obliged to. The Writ for Ohoice of Members for his Dioceſe being directed to him, 
Ys 5 8 F by to fee it 80 L248 po to make the Return of it. But that you may under- 
2d he ottom of thoſe Calumnies thrown on his Lordſhip by the Pamphleteer, or ra- 
ther his pe » Whom he very eaſily and readily. believed; You muſt know, that 
here is in this L ioceſe one Mr. Eil, Rector of Kilmington, and Prebendary of this Church, 
who has been twice choſen Clerk of:Convocatuon. n 
- He,mbilſt he was ſo, put in for theSchool of Bremten, and applied himſelf in that Matter 
to bis Lordſhip; who told him plainly that he could not approve of it, Asking him, if that 
Sch did not require à Hole: man? Aare reply d it did ſo] Upon which his Lordſhip 
io him. how unfit it was for him to purſue that Matter He having a Liying of 150/.per 
told him, might Sitt, and take him off form the School a great while together. Where- 
1 70 he reply'd to his] 
hat ſincerity he uſed, w told my Lord ſo, or how he could do it, I am not to 
ccount for. After this he was choſen to the School, and upon the Diſſolution of the 
Parliament, Put in again to be choſen Clerk of the laſt Conyocation. | .. he” 3} a” 
Ny Lord was much ſurpriz'd at his putting in, but much more when he underſtood 
bis Methods. For he attempted. to beget an ill Opinion of his Lordſhip among hisCler- 


* 
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y Lord's own Court; which Letters are Defamatory, and ſtuff*d'with Falſities. I will 


Theſe to be opened and communicated to the Clergy by John Newman, and to be returntd 
24" 7 tA» Evans at Wells, This is the Super ſcription. Here follows" the Letter. 
My Reverend Brethren ! % TE ee 9, i a 
of 7 Lord deſigns to exclude. me, that he ond —wp. | into Convocation;. Clerks of his own Principles, ſuch 45. 
le can bow down hy Awe or Flatterys. To thus purpoſe be hath kept the Couyocation Prerept ſecret a 
| great while, and ſent all about Wells 40 refign their Pgtes t0 bim. | 
ie Canons have in vain laboured ro Reconcile him to me; on the 1 they required to paſs 4 Deter mina 
24 upon the whole. Dioceſe againſt nie; and when 1 am thus outed of the Privilege, I ſhall always be afflited 
with Vexatzgns, , " 10 K 1 ; e n 
am pe 4 admitting Presbyterian Ordinations in the Church, which will be infidiouſly attompted in this Con- 
againſt ſuch. Practices; and if you do not this time, you may Elec by Conge d Eſlire from tb Biſhop hereafter 
nly whom he pleaſes.: For no Man will ſtaud up in your Defence, after your Surrendry of 2 arbit 5 
Lu8 and Prejudice. . 5 | IDS et; 
I would therefore to ſave your All in tbis Convocation (by which we muſi ſtand or fall for ever) that you 
would appear without grudging the Trouble or little Expence of a4 Winter's Journey. E 


© May God preſerve this poor Church from Wolves and Foxes; that Jacob may not be given up to 4 Curſe, 
and Iſrael o Reprozches, __ 1 am | 1 | 
Wells, Jan: 14th. - 3 i eas its 
1700 +, My Brethren, . Your faithful Servant, S. Hill. 


A 1 have ſome Remarks to make upon this-Letter, which on the day of Election his 
Lorſhip read in the Conſiſtory to the Clergy. Mr. Hill was preſent, and made a ſpeech in 


or what Anthority he had to ſpeak there. He told hi 
Jerence: between a Biſhop and a. Prezbyter. When Dr. Barker Treaſurer af the Church 
asked how he could Anſwer his abuſing the Biſhop at this rate, he reply'd Ar. Dr. what 
have you to do here, or Lon have nothing to do here. As to the Letter his Lordſhip ask'd him, 

1. What his Principles were, which he mentioned in his Letter? to-which he reply'd 
nothing but that he ,, . 

2. He accuſed his Lordſhip of bowing down the Clergy by, Awe or Flatteries ; whereupon 
my Lord's Letter was produc'd, in which there was nothing like it. He ſaid the Bibop 
wrote to the Clergy to reſign their Votes to him: He might as well have accuſed him of hold- 
ing correſpondence with the Pope; my Lord neither commended an) Man in thoſe Let- 


ters to which he referrs, nor did mention Mr. Hil, but only deſired the Clergy not to 


. come Preingaged. + 10 3 6:1 6: ,, : 
3. Mr. Hull ſays the Canons in vain, labqured to reconcile, him tu n Lord. This was to 
render his Lordſhip to the Clergy under the Character of an lmplacable Man. My Lord 
ask d the Canons one by one, if this charge againſt him was True: They ſaid, was not. 

4. He ſays the Canons were requir'd to,paſs a Determination againſt him. They reply'd, 

ö that they were not requir'd to do ſo. His Lordſhip alſo is aſſur' d (and he will appeal to 

due Canons in the Caſe) That nothing paſſed againſt him in the Chapter. 3. He 


4 4 -, 


d . 
Aunuin, and much ſubject to the Gopt, and alſo Clerk of Convocation ;which;as my Lord 
1s Loroſhip, | alien would reſign his Clerkſhip: of Convoeation! 
Jl 1C 


tranſcribe one of them fram-the Original under his own Hand. It is thus ſuperſcribed, 


vocation, and that is my only Crime. However I intend to try my Fortune, when you can 72 your Liberties 


his own Praiſe; and when my Lord ſpoke, he told "4 phy = 8 5 2 what he had to 47 
S Lordihip alio, he KNEW NO great di- 


1 
\ 


oft now Receiv'd a Pamphlet Entitled, & Leiter to a Clergy-man congerning the choice | 
Juſt gow Ke of ae en ſend you a few e part we that re- 
lates to the Biſhop of Beth and Wells, The Writer did craftily.in concealing his 
Lame, but very A hene in mee his Lordſhip to the Reader; He 
aving done The but what. became his Place and Character, and what be is. in Duty | 


zy z and to that purpoſe ſent his Circular Letters to the Clergy by the Apparitors of | 
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. He would inſinuate that the Biſhop. is for Presbyterian Ordinations, "which he fays;, 
af # od | YOM 


wil be inſidronſly attempted in this Convocation, - How truly he ſays this, let the world 
Judge; my Lord was ordain d by a-Biſhap, when he was invited to be ordain'd by the 


Presbyterians; and that in Crommwell's time too, when there was danger in it, and when 
very few Men would run ſo much hazard as his Lordſhip did. | i 5 
6. And for what he ſays, that the Biſhop, kept the Precept ſecret by him a good while ;, It 


is vely Falſe; For He laid it before his Regiſter the ſame week he received it, and He 


took it into his hands before a Week was expir'd. In another Letter of Mr. Es (which 
my Lord has but a Copy of) He ſays again, My Lord kept the Precept a long While, For 
the Truth whereof his Lordſhip does appeal to the Regiſter and Regiſtry. For the reſt 
of his Scurrilous Letter, viz. his complaining that he ſhould be outed of the Privilege, 
which no honeſt Man ſhould want. His intimation, That the Clergy choſe Cunvocation mem- 


_ "bers by Conge ah we the Biſhop, which his Lordſhip never expects from the Clergy 3 


His wild 1 ions of the Surrendry of him to Arbitrary Luft or Prejudice. His vanity in 
preſuming if He, mighty Man ! were in the Convocation he could ſave their A. His 
Prayer wherein he reflects not only upon his Lordſhip, but other Biſhops under the words 
Wolves and Foxes, unbecoming any Clergyman of the Church of England. Theſe and 
ſeveral other things I ſhall take no notice of; But only remark, that He makes uſe of 
John Newman, one of my Lord's Apparitors, to deliver his Letter, and to return it to 
Mr. Evans his Proctor, in which he deſigns to wound the Biſhop, and to conceal the 
hand that did it. 1 „ 
his Clerkſhip of Convocation, viz, That he pleaded it againſt payment of a"Dekt. Mr. 
Hilldeny'd it, and ſaid, in a Language he had learned ſome where; he would be Hang- 
ed if it were true, ¶Non- payment of Debts indeed does not deſerve Hanging, but it ar- 
gues ſomething elſe not ſuitable to a Clergy Man's Character. J But my Lord proved this 
in Conſiſtory, and then he ſaid,” It was nut a Juſt Debt. This alſo the Biſhop prov'd up- 
on Oath, and has the Affidavit by him. Upon the Scandalous behaviour of Mr. Hill 
at the Election, my Lord was inform'd by many of his Clergy, that ſeveral. who came to 
give a Vote for him, were ſo offended at his inſolent Behaviour, that they withdrew, 
being aſham'd of his Carriage. wo ” = 
For the Truth of theſe Facts, the Biſhop will refer himſelf to Mr. Hill's own Letters, 
to the Regiſtry, and to the Teſtimony, as to what paſſed in Conſiſtory, of Dr. Robert 
Creyghton, Dr. Ralph Barker, Mr. Arch deacon Clement, and Mr. Leſſee, and to the Regi- 
ſter, and indeed to all the Clergy preſent. EE | $24: 
I ſhall nowtranſcribe another of Mr. Hill's Letters bearing date January 14th, 1700, 
from Wells, and thus Superſcribed.. ' my 


Theſe Humbly 5 59 | 
previous Election again 
Coppof the Letter unde 


My Reverend Superiours, 


e 


% 


his own hand is as followeth. A 


FF O find by your Letters that you te by Surprize and Falſe reports (0 m quitting my retences to Ele. : 2 


Lion) engaged againſt me, yer it looks very Singular that you muſt be re quir d to aſſemble in Cłapter 
ouſe to form 5 Election for the Pioceſs. Tbis I think is a Buſmeſs 9 your Circle, 83 | 
'rhe Rural Clergy, and not very Reputable, ainſidering that it is to be done in a Subſerviency to an Inplacable 
malice, that deſigns ever to ruine me (if tble) in all my intereſts, for none other real crime, but my Eccle- 
gt ical Principles... You hæve Li Nur own, whoſe danger requires your care, and therefore you ought, 
1 ſhould think, be tender of thoſe of the Rur body, except we fhall bold them by Conge D' Eſlire from the” Palace, 
1 think my labours for this Church are der i requited with ſo many ſorts ＋ Perſecution, and T leave it to our 
Conſcience ani ſenſe of Honour, whether ij becomes you 10 be Executioners of ſo black and undeſerved a Malice. 
In the mean time may God preſerve this poor; Church from Foxes and Walves, that Jacob may not be given ap to 
acurſe, and Iſrael o Reproaches, ., + 4 N N 
ane een den Rererend sirs, Your moſt humble Servant, fam, Hil. 
1-3 ©5 03; 1188 4 FF +1 | we 


> 1635 Oh W997; 21 eV: ak BRIE | : 

I I could Tranſcribe more of his Letters but think I need not todo it. It is well known 
that the Biſhop had no difference with him till theſe things happened. He had formerly 
acknowledged that my Lord had done him ſome kindneſs. But ſome Men will not be 
pleaſed unleſs. his Lordſhip will Wrong his Conſcience to promote their Intereſt. 1 

know nothing unfairly done N aſt Election, and my Lord declar'd, that the Clergy 

were left totheir Liberty, and bid then 
did indeed give the Clergy good Reaſon'why his Lordſhip could not commend Mr. Hill. 


£ 


What I have writ to you concerning this matter does I think acquit my Lord from the | 2 


Aſperſions caſt on him in the Pamphlet, and ought to keep him right in yours and the 
Opinion of all Honeſt and Sober Men, having done nothing but what he can'anſwer for 
as Biſhop of the Dioceſe. And in truth it is my Opinion, that if he and other Biſhops 
did influence more, we ſhould have a Convocation conſiſting of Members more for the 
true Intereſt and Honour of our Church, than the Majority of the laſt Convocation were. 

Decemb. Stu. „1 3 £40 ed ee ene 9915.5 C3 OE 


1701. SIR, Tour aſſired Friend. 1 5 
| of , ' A Rh 6 1 89 „% 4 


122 | 4 36 Sf Lat n aff .. 22.63 0D 1538! 1 222 E 
b. S. I bave been told, that at the beginning of laſt Convocation, Mr. Hill ſent 4 Letter to Gir. Azzerhury ro he 


reed in the Houſe, as u formal Complaint of the Injuries done to bim in the Election. But it muſt be 1 ugbr 5 


an argument of Mr. A's diſcretion, that not approving the Temper of the Writer, le neuer produced. 
Leiter inthe Houſe, but wiſely dropt it, x EEE. 


4 . 
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My Lord will acknowledge that he charged Mr. Hill with an ill uſe that he made of : 


which he accuſeth them very a oN ED N 
him, and the Biſhop of Implacable malice. But a 


nominate and choſe whom they pleaſe: My Lord | | 


r 
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